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On 18 December 1973, I found a dead Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) on Ft. Macon 
Road, 1 mile E of Atlantic Beach, N.C. The bird, although badly mutilated, appeared to have 
been killed recently, possibly the night before. On 6 January 1974, before dawn, I observed a 
Saw-whet Owl at a distance of about 10 feet with the aid of a 6-volt flashlight. This sighting 
also occurred on Bogue Banks east of Atlantic Beach at a location about 1/ 4 mile from the 
road kill. The bird was not calling, and it may have been attracted by a Screech Owl tape 
recording that was being played. These are the first records of the Saw-whet Owl from 
Carteret County. 

[It is likely that this small owl is more common in eastern North Carolina in winter than is 
realized. Observers should be on the lookout for this bird throughout the eastern part of the 
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state. See the related article by Simpson in this issue for recent information on the status of the 
Saw-whet Owl in western North Carolina.—DEPT. ED.] 
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