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At about 10:00 on 28 February 1974, I was looking for crossbills in a stand of mature 
pines on the north edge of the Hillandale Golf Course, along Indian Trail Drive in Durham, 
N.C. In the top of a pine perhaps 20 yards above me, I saw quite clearly in excellent light, 
through 7 x 50 binoculars, a male White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera). The bird had 
two wingbars, and some of the wing feathers were tipped with white. Its body color was pinker 
than that of the Red Crossbills (L. curvirostra) I have seen. The bird made no call. I did not 
find the bird on subsequent searches. 

[This appears to be the first record of the White-winged Crossbill in the North Carolina 
piedmont since the winter of 1963-1964 when the species was found at Greensboro and near 
Statesville (Chat, 28:21 and 74).—DEPT. ED.] 
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