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The first American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) recorded in the South Caro-
lina piedmont stayed at the Greenglow Farm operated by Don and Richard Quattle-
baum, 1.5 mile NE of Pendleton, Anderson County, from 20 to 29 September 1974. 
The bird was observed by Clarissa Smith, Vivian Smith, Sidney Gauthreaux, Mr. and 
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Mrs. Gaston Gage, the authors, and others. It was photographed on at least two oc-
casions. 

The bird spent its time at a newly constructed farm pond which contained less 
than 2 feet of water and abundant invertebrate life. It was very tame, feeding calm-
ly at the approach of farm animals to within 30 feet, and allowing observers to walk 
to within 75 feet. The avocet fed with Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) and Killdeer 
(Charadrius vociferus), walked across the pond in water up to its breast, and tipped-up 
repeatedly in the deeper water (cf. Bent's Life Histories of North American Shore-
birds, Part I, Dover reprint, 1962). After the avocet had left the pond, the Killdeer were 
joined by a pair of Pectoral Sandpipers (Erolia melanotos). Sprunt and Chamberlain 
(South Carolina Bird Life, 1970) record 21 September as the previous early date for 
the avocet in South Carolina. 
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