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On 1 July 1974 a Common Loon (Gavia immer) in nonbreeding plumage appeared on 
a small pond in Charlotte, N.C., about 240 km inland from the coast. Based on a literature 
review and contacts with local ornithologists, there appear to be no inland records of this 
species in summer. 

The bird remained on the pond through 20 July, and was found dead on the shore 21 
July. On at least four occasions during the preceding period the loon had tried to fly with-
out success. An examination of the carcass yielded the following: (1) the bird was not 
molting, (2) the digestive tract was empty, (3) fat reserves were absent, and (4) although 
no living parasites were found, over 200 old parasitic lesions were present in the lining of 
the lower abdominal cavity. Decomposition made the sex indeterminable. 

Based on the above, it appears that the pond (approximately 50 m long) was too short 
for the loon to become airborne. Presumably the trapped bird then died of starvation. The 
skin of this bird is now in the Collection of the Biology Department at UNCC. 
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