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On 1 December 1973, we discovered an immature Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 
carbo) in a pond just north of North Pond, Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge, N.C. The 
bird was feeding actively at the time, and we momentarily passed it off as a Double-
crested Cormorant (P. auritus). However, its strikingly different diving behavior 
prompted a closer study. On each dive, it leaped upward and forward, exposing some of 
the white on its ventral surface. This same manner of diving also has been noted by the 
authors in Red-necked Grebes (Podiceps grisigenus). This diving behavior in the Great 
Cormorant, which is described by Bent (1964), is probably adapted to its feeding 
preference. Great Cormorants feed primarily on bottom fish (Lack, 1945) while the 
Double-crested Cormorant feeds mainly on free-swimming forms (Bent, 1964) at inter-
mediate depths. 

The bird flew on several occasions, circled the pond and returned to the water allow-
ing excellent views of its dark neck contrasting with the white underparts. Additionally, its 
large size, yellow lower mandible, yellowish naked skin of the throat, and whitish throat 
area identified it as a Great Cormorant. This finding represents the fourth documented 
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record for North Carolina. Several color slides were secured and deposited in the National 
Photoduplicate File (Accession No. 119-1Ta, 119-1Tb). Unfortunately, the trans-
parencies were not of suitable quality for publishing in The Chat. 

Great Cormorants have been sighted with increasing frequency in North Carolina 
since first discovered there in 1970. The first sighting was of an immature bird studied by 
H.D. Pratt as it flew overhead at Oregon Inlet on 30 December 1970. This, or perhaps 
another, immature Great Cormorant was observed about 6 hours later on that same day by 
R.J. Hader and D.L. Hughes about 6 miles S of Oregon Inlet (Teulings, 1971). An immature 
bird was sighted one year later by R.H. Peake on Bodie Island, just north of Oregon Inlet, 
on 30 December 1971 (Teulings, 1972) and the third sighting was in Croatan Sound on 6 
April 1973 by J. Potter and E. Potter (1974). Two Great Cormorants were recorded on the 
1973 Christmas Bird Counts in North Carolina. One was recorded by D. Peake and R.H. 
Peake on the Bodie-Pea Island count on 31 December 1973 and one was found by J.F. 
Parnell on the Wilmington CBC on 15 December 1973 (Potter, 1974). 
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[The authors' home address is 3916 Sawtelle Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
90066.] 
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