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During field reconnaissance in Fairfield County, S.C., near the eastern edge of the 
Sumter National Forest, on 11 September 1974, I observed two raptors soaring over open 
fields at about 0.4 km from me. As I watched; the smaller bird, which I identified as a 
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), dove from its higher position at a Red-tailed Hawk 
(Buteo jamaicensis). The Red-tail set its wings and veered upward and slightly sideways as 
the Peregrine passed within what appeared to be around 30 cm, with its talons out-
stretched. 

After completing the dive, the Peregrine flew up to nearly its original height, above 
the Red-tail. Seconds later the entire performance was repeated, and then again and again 
for a total of five harassments. However, after each dive, the Peregrine never regained the 
same height above the Red-tail. 

At the Peregrine's sixth dive, the Red-tail turned and met the harasser by rising slightly 
in the air and then dove with outstretched talons at the Peregrine as it flew by. This was the 
last harassment I saw, as both birds had flown a greater distance away during the activ-
ities, until they were no longer easily visible. 
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