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On 25 June 1972 we discovered two Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) nests at 
Oregon Inlet on North Carolina's Outer Banks. These appear to be the first nests of this tern 
reported from North Carolina, although the species has been reported nesting both to the 
north at Cobb's Island, Virginia (A.O.U. Check-list, 1957) and to the south at Cape 
Romain, S.C. (McDaniel and Beckett, Chat 35:39-41, 1971). 

Oregon Inlet was surveyed again in 1973 and a single nest was located. In 1974, four 
nests were present at Oregon Inlet, and one nest was found 50 miles to the south at Hatteras 
Inlet. See Table 1 for details. 

All nests were placed on the bare or nearly bare sandy domes of dredge spoil islands. 
Nests were scrapes lined with small shell fragments, and were thus easily separable from 
Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus) nests which never had shell linings. 

The Caspian Tern nests were associated with colonies of Black Skimmers (Rynchops 
niger), Common Terns (Sterna hirundo), or Royal Terns. They were usually on the fringes 
of other colonies and were never found completely isolated from other colonial ground 
nesting birds. In both 1974 and 1975 there were clusters of three nests at Oregon Inlet 
indicating the beginnings of small colonies. In both cases large colonies of Royal Terns 
were nearby. 

These findings indicate that the Caspian Tern is establishing itself as a breeding 
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TABLE 1. North Carolina Caspian Tern Nesting Data. 

Year 	Date 	 Nests 	Nest Contents 	 Location 

1972 	27 June 	 2 	 1 egg, 2 eggs 	 Oregon Inlet 

1973 	1 June 	 1 	 1 egg 	 Oregon Inlet 

1974 	12 June 	 1 	 1 chick 	 Hatteras Inlet 

13 June 	 4 	 1 chick, 2 chicks, 	Oregon Inlet 
1 egg, 1 egg 

1975 	5 June 	 4 	 1 chick, 1 chick, 	Oregon Inlet 
2 eggs, 2 eggs 

species in coastal North Carolina. While this species is not abundant as a nester on the East 
Coast and appears to be erratic in its breeding distribution, it may become a regular com-
ponent of our nesting bird fauna. 

These observations were made while conducting research on community succession 
on dredge islands supported by the NOAA Office of Sea Grant, Department of Com-
merce, Grants No. 2-35178 and 04-3-158-40. 
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