
A Case of Suspected Double-broodedness 
in the Carolina Chickadee 

ELOISE F. POTTER 
Route 3, Box 114 AA 
Zebulon, N.C. 27597 	 27 October 1975 

The Carolina Chickadee (Parus carolinensis) is generally considered to be single-
brooded. The species account in Bent's Life Histories of North American Jays, Crows 
and Titmice (U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 191, 1946, p. 344-352) makes no positive statement 
on the subject, but one brood per year is implied by the use of the expression "bred 
annually" on page 347. South Carolina Bird Life (1970, p. 375) quotes Wayne as saying 
that the species is single-brooded and reports full sets of eggs from "as early as" 23 
March until "late April or even early May" in "backward seasons." Birds of North 
Carolina (1959, p. 258) states that April is the usual month for nesting and that eggs 
have been found at Raleigh, Wake County, N.C., from 3 April to 11 May. 

In view of the above information, the nesting behavior of Carolina Chickadees 
in my yard near Zebulon, Wake County, N.C., during the 1975 breeding season 
seems worth reporting. On 15 February 1975, Jack Finch of Bailey, N.C., installed two 
of his excellent bluebird nest boxes on predator-proof metal poles at the edge of my 
yard adjoining the golf course. On 21 February a pair of Carolina Chickadees investi-
gated one of the boxes. In March they drove Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) from the 
site. At mid-April the box contained a nest with six eggs, which hatched on 22 or 23 
April. Young left the nest on 10 or 11 May. I removed the 3-inch-thick pad of nesting 
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material on 11 May. It was made of green moss and well lined with white dog hair and 
tiny feathers. On 22 May I saw chickadees carrying material into the same box. On 
3 July the adults were feeding several well-developed young birds. This brood ap-
parently left the box while I was away from home on 5 July. After the box was no 
longer in use, I removed the nesting material. The pad of green moss was only 1% inches 
thick, and it appeared to be unlined. A few bits of fur and feathers mixed in the moss 
probably were the remains of a thin lining trampled into the pad by the nestlings. 

Although there is no absolute proof that the events described above represent 
two successive nestings by the same pair of birds, the permanent resident status of the 
Carolina Chickadee and the late date the nestlings were in the box strongly suggest 
the rearing of a second brood. Allowing 11 days for incubation and 17 days for young 
to remain in the nest places the time of laying about the first week in June, which 
would be extremely late for a replacement clutch by a species that normally lays its 
eggs in April. Certainly this unusually late nesting by the Carolina Chickadee demon-
strates once again that we cannot assume everything is known about a species just 
because it nests in our own yard year after year. 

ADDENDUM 

During the 1976 breeding season two broods of Carolina Chickadees were reared 
in the same nest box described above. Building began at mid-March, and the nest was 
well lined when the male mounted the female on 28 March. This brood left the nest on 
or before 4 May. Construction of the second nest was first noted on 17 May. Young 
were out of the nest on 23 June but returned to the box for the night and left for good 
on 24 June. Both 1976 pads of nesting material were about 2 inches thick and con-
tained a fairly good amount of lining material in addition to the moss. 
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