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There are few published reports of the food habits of the Common Raven (Corvus 
corax) population which exists in the southern Appalachians (Harlow et. al. 1975, 
Murray 1949). These studies, as well as studies in other sections of the United States, 
have concluded that ravens are primarily scavengers; but others have suggested that 
the raven may also be a predator (Craighead and Craighead 1956, White and Cade 
1971, and Dorn 1972). 

In late May 1974, I observed a lone raven capture a live snake on Tennent Moun-
tain in the Balsam Range of Pisgah National Forest. My attention was first directed to 
the raven by its croaking calls, but its unusual behavior caused me to observe its 
activities closely through binoculars. 

The raven repeatedly dropped to the ground and then flapped in a tight circle 
around a small, rocky area of the mountain. It was obvious that the raven was attempt- 
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ing to capture an animal of some kind, but the animal was not immediately in view. 
After six or seven passes, the raven flew away with a snake in its grasp. As the raven 
departed, the reflexive movements of the snake were clearly visible through binoculars 
indicating a live capture by the raven. 

On 4 May 1975 I received a report from Shawn Knickerbocker, who at the time 
was completing a series of raven observations for the U.S. Forest Service. Knicker-
bocker reported seeing a raven dive into brush and capture a small mammal. His 
sighting was also on Tennent Mountain. 

On other occasions in 1974 and 1975, I observed ravens flying low on the perim-
eter of areas that were being prescribed burned. My inclination was to interpret this 
behavior as a hunting activity, but it may have indicated curiosity or coincidence. 
For example, during the controlled burn on Graveyard Ridge in April 1975, I observed 
from one to three ravens flying low through or along the perimeter of the burn on three 
occasions, but no capture attempts were observed. 

During the fall burn near Sam Knob on 5 November 1975, I observed 28 ravens 
near the burn, but none passed close enough to cause suspicion of hunting. 

The large size of the raven certainly would enable it to function as a predator in 
situations where its beak could replace talons as a primary attack weapon. Small 
mammals and snakes are well within the size limits which it could dispatch. 
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