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15 November 1975 
On 4 November 1975 my two sons, John and Michael, told me that for several 

days they had been seeing some egrets acting peculiar at Greenfield Lake, Wilming-
ton, N.C. 

Schools of small fish were breaking the surface of the deep water in the center of 
the lake. The Great Egrets (Casmerodius albus) would fly from perches in cypress 
trees and hover about 4 to 6 feet above the water with necks and legs extended in a 
straight line. They would suddenly shift the legs downward and dive. The body and 
head hit the water at the same time. The wings were slightly raised and bent at the 
elbow so that the whole body did not submerge. When one rose with or without a fish, 
it would fly back to a tree and perch. Occasionally one would stay on the surface of 
the water and float for a minute or so, looking like a skinny swan. There were five 
egrets fishing. 

Edna Appleberry and I watched four egrets diving on 5 November. On 6 Novem-
ber one egret was active. I counted 14 dives with five fish caught. On 10 November 
I saw two egrets diving. 
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By my observations the diving was obviously limited to the activity of the schools 
of fish. When the fish were inactive, the egrets stalked the shallow edges in a normal 
egret fashion. 

[Dept. Ed.—This type of feeding behavior has been recorded for several species 
of long-legged waders. It appears, however, to be seldom used. I know of no previous 
reports of this behavior in North Carolina waders.] 
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