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... with Louis C. Fink

When Do Birds Starve?

I spoke to the Rocky Mount Garden Club recently, and fielded the usual ques-
tions. Normally, I can anticipate the questions. But this time I was stuck. “How long
can a wild bird live without food?” Assuming a hard freeze, with no insects available
and plants covered with ice, how long will a bird survive? Does any reader know of
any study on that point?

The 600 Club

Terry Moore now handles the affairs of the 600 Club. If you want to receive the
Newsletter, send $5 ($7 for husband and wife) to Terry at 2699 Twiggs Circle, Mari-
etta, Ga. 30067.

New Natural Area

On 11 August 1976 Trent Ragland, president of Martin Marietta Aggregates, pre-
sented to the State of North Carolina the deed to a 68-acre tract of land that has be-
come the third protected natural area to be administered by the State Parks system.
Known locally as Mitchell's Mill, the site includes a granite outcropping on which
grow several rare plants unique to that particular habitat. In addition, many coastal
plain plants reach their western limit at Mitchell’s Mill while many mountain and pied-
mont species are at or near their eastern limit. The Mitchell’s Mill Natural Area, located
on NC 96 about a mile east of US 401, affords excellent birding, particularly during
spring migration. Long used as a trash dump, the site is being cleaned by volunteers
organized by Bob Teulings and assisted by other State Parks employees, some of whom
are working on Saturdays without pay. Customary trash removal methods cannot be
used on the granite outcropping without destroying the fragile plants beneath the
debris. Numerous broken bottles, rusty cans, and other potentially dangerous objects
must be lifted one at a time by hand, work that truly tests the volunteers’ devotion to
conservation.

Land Preservation Needed on Roan Mountain

According to an article in the May 1976 issue of Audubon, Roan Mountain on the
North Carolina-Tennessee border is in danger of being overdeveloped as a vacation
and retirement center. Funds are urgently needed to preserve the spectacular stands of
rhododendron, flame azalea, and various wild flowers including the rare Gray’s lily.
Stanley A. Murray, president of the Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy with
offices in Kingsport, Tennessee, points out that $500 will save an acre, $25 a rhododen-
ron. Gifts for the Roan Mountain project also may be sent to the Nature Conservancy’s
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. To bird students Roan Mountain is known as one
of the few places in the Southeast where the Snow Bunting can be considered a regular

winter resident. .
(Continued on Page 92)
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GREENSBORO, N.C.: Carolyn Allen, Donald Allen, Rose Avery, Virginia Bell, Edwin Blitch III, Inez Coldwell,
Ruth Cornell, Charlotte Dawley, Frank Fish, Mildred Fish, Dot Garrett, Fred Garrett, Sally Howell, Jean McCoy,
Florence Melvin, Ida Mitchell, Beryl Norcross, Emma Leah Perrett, Etta Schiffman, Catherine Shaftesbury, George
Smith, Irene Smyre, Thomas Street, Marjorie Tays, William Tays, Daphne Weisner, Maude Williams, Helen Zuk.

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.: Fran Baldwin, Don and Kay Bergey, Zach Bynum, John Carter, Peggy Cochrane, Jim
and Pat Culbertson, Muriel Dennett, Charles Frost, Gardner and Margaret Gidley, Gary Gidley, Bill and Susan
Hammond, Ruth Hill, Bert Hollifield, Jean Hopson, Royce Hough, Wayne Irvin, Hank and Kay Kudlinski, Janice
Levitt, Norma Lofland, Hewson Michie, George and Margaret Morgan, Joe Neely, Cynthia and Mary Olsen, Bar-
bara Page, Jackie Shelton, Dot and Jerry Shiffert, Ramona Snavely, Royce Weatherly, Bob Witherington.

STANLY COUNTY, N.C.: R.D. Blake, David Burney, Lida Burney, Barrett Crook, Vera Crook, Virginia Foglia,
Henry Goforth, Naomi Goforth, Johnny Hahn, Louise Hammill, Billy Hatley, Nelle Hinson, Grover Kimrey, Janie
Kimrey, Barbara Lee, Dave Lekson, Mrs. Kemp Littleton, Harold Morris, Spencer Plyler, John Whitlock, Vivian
Whitlock.

IREDELL COUNTY, N.C.: Ronald Alexander, Sam Cathey, Sandra Cathey, Lois Goforth, Dwayne Hayes, Katy
Krider, Larry Marlin, Bobby Mize, Dick Mize, Jane Mullen.

CHARLOTTE, N.C.: Flo Cobey, Michael Geake, Jack Hamilton, David Knight, Ted Moore, Becky and Joe Nor-
wood, Daniel Read, Susan Shearouse.

GREENVILLE, S.C.: Wilma Abrams, Ruth Gilreath, Rosa Lee Hardin, Gladys Hart, Lillie Hart, May Puett, Gary
Worthington.

CLEMSON, S.C.: Bill Alexander, Bob Beason, Sid Gauthreaux, Harry LeGrand, Kerry Reese.
ELKIN-RONDA, N.C.: Lin Hendren, Bobby Tysinger, Jerry Tysinger, Wendell P. Smith.

CALDWELL COUNTY, N.C.: Isabel Bernhardt, Hal Hartley, Lois Laxton, Mr. and Mrs. E.M. Manchester, Helen
Myers, Sarah Parker, Beulah Pennell, Mrs. C.S. Warren, Ann Whisnant.

BREVARD, N.C.: Patrick Bohan, Gene Clapper, Mary Elizabeth Clapper, Ercel Francis, George Francis, Dick
Garren, Gail Holland, Susan Holland, Walter Holland, Gaylord Lyon, Gladys Reese, Hazel Roberts, Hervey Roberts,
Donna Spanbauer.

BUNCOMBE COUNTY, N.C.: Alma Allison, Charles Brandl, Robert Bruce, William Bruce, Wendell Cisco, Vickie
Culp, Mrs. James Day, Joan Faw, Margaret Finch, James Foster, Jean Gertz, Marsha Gilpin, Duncan Grosboll,
Katherine Groseclose, John Hall, Mark Hall, Emily Hard, Scott Harrison, Sandra Haywood, Mary Henderson,
Joanna Janes, Lewis Kort, Meryle Kort, Gordon Mahy, Richard Mibey, Susan Rozelle, Robert Ruiz, Chris Rustay,
Tom Sanders, Doris Sargent, Roland Sargent, Mary Sawyer, Cindy Schneider, William Snypes, Joan Steeves,
Takashi Ueda, Dick Weaver, John Woods.

AVERY COUNTY, N.C.: Tom Davis, Alvera Henley, Norma Massey, Margery Plymire, Russell Pratt, Sally Souther-
land, Juanita Sullivan, Kevin Wentworth.

CBC Roundtable

(Continued from Page 77)

Death Claims Two Club Members

T.M. Rial of Aiken, S.C., died 1 November 1976. Tom was an enthusiastic birder
and dedicated conservationist who devoted much time and energy to CBC, Georgia
Ommithological Society, and several other organizations with similar goals. “Big Bird”
rarely missed a CBC meeting, and he resigned from his post on the Executive Com-
mittee only when forced to do so by failing health.

Mrs. Jack Willis of Ocracoke, N.C., also died recently. Fonnie was a gracious
hostess to many visiting birders. Her final contribution to ornithology was an extensive
revision of the Hyde County bird list incorporating many of her unpublished records.

New CBC President

Mrs. Tommy Dabbs of Sumter, S.C., has been confirmed by the Executive Com-
mittee as the new president of Carolina Bird Club. Evelyn succeeds F.M. (Pat) Probst,
who will continue to edit the CBC Newsletter. According to Evelyn, the winter CBC
meeting will be at Wilmington with headquarters on the UNC-W campus. Winston-
Salem bird club members plan to host the spring meeting. Watch your Newsletter for
full details.
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