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Although breeding season records of Worm-eating Warblers (Helmitheros 
vermivorus) exist from the southern coastal plain in several states (A.O.U. 1957, Gris-
com and Sprunt 1957, Oberholser 1974, Lowery 1974, Imhof 1962, Pearson et al. 1959, 
Scott and Cutler 1963), a very few are from the lower coastal plain, within approxi-
mately 100 miles of the coast. Typical breeding habitat is described as forested hillsides 
and ravines with moderately dense understory (Griscom and Sprunt 1957, Bent 1953). 
One lower coastal plain locality where the bird breeds regularly, St. Francisville, 
Louisiana, (Kennedy 1974) is typical hilly habitat (S.A. Gauthreaux Jr., pers. comm.). 
An increasing number of recent records in atypical habitat indicates that the status of 
the species in the southern coastal plain, especially in the Carolinas, needs reevalua-
tion (Gauthreaux 1971). LeGrand (1975) gives the breeding status in the North Caro-
lina coastal plain as very rare in the north to absent in the south, based on data complete 
through 1973. Two 1975 reports have since been added to the list of coastal plain 
records for that state (Lynch 1976, Fussell 1976). 

Burton (in Supplement, Sprunt and Chamberlain, 1970, p. 621) lists the bird as a 
rare transient along the coast of South Carolina, 7 April-5 May. Sprunt and Chamber-
lain (1970, p. 437) mention two of A.T. Wayne's records as possible indications of 
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breeding in the coastal plain, but concur with Burton that the species is a transient in 
spring, April-May, and fall, July-October. We here present evidence that this species 
is a probable breeder in the South Carolina coastal plain. 

On 8 June 1976, in Berkeley County, S.C., Hamel observed a singing male H. 
vermivorus at 0845 for more than 60 seconds with 8x30 binoculars at a distance of 30 
feet. All field marks were clearly visible. The location is 2.5 miles S of Shuler and 
1800 feet NW of the point where Halfway Creek crosses county road 98, Halfway 
Creek Road, in the Francis Marion National Forest. On 22 June 1976 Lennartz ob-
served a non-singing individual for 20 seconds with 10x50 glasses at 25 to 30 feet 
approximately 1200 feet WNW of the first sighting. 

The habitat is a relatively dry forest intersected by a small drain (Halfway Creek) 
about 5 feet wide. The forest has a mature overstory of scattered loblolly pine (Pinus 
taeda); a maturing midstory of sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), black gum (Nyssa 
sylvatica), and water oak (Quercus nigra), which reaches the height of the loblolly 
crowns; and an understory of red maple (Acer rubrum), sweetgum, cane (Arundinaria 
gigantea), Lyonia lucida, pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), 
and grape vines (Vitis sp.). On 8 June the bird sang and foraged from perches between 
2 to 8 feet in a moderately dense thicket of water oak saplings, wax myrtle shrubs and 
grape vines. It could be heard singing from National Forest Road 161 before 0800. The 
bird continued singing until at least 0900 when the observer had to leave the area to 
engage in other work. On 22 June Lennartz noted a bird after having found a singing 
male Swainson's Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii). This H. vermivorus was leaf-
gleaning about 5 feet up in an understory shrub. It moved out to the end of a branch 
where it hung upside down foraging, its striped head plainly visible, before it moved 
out of sight. These are the first June records of this warbler in the South Carolina 
coastal plain of which we are aware. 

While these and the other recent records of the Worm-eating Warbler from the 
Gulf coastal plain and the Atlantic coastal plain south of the Dismal Swamp may indi-
cate an increase in the intensity of fieldwork in these areas, they also suggest the 
possibility that this species may be expanding its breeding range to include southern 
coastal plain habitats as well as more northern ones. 

This fieldwork was supported by grants from the U.S. Forest Service, the Charles-
ton, S.C., Natural History Society, and the National Audubon Society to Hamel. Harry 
LeGrand and Sidney Gauthreaux made helpful suggestions on the manuscript. 
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