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On 31 August 1971, after passage of tropical storm Doria, I was told that a Bar-
tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) was sighted at the Pea Island National Wildlife Ref- 
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uge on the Outer Banks of North Carolina by Davis Hues. I first saw the bird at about 
0730 on 1 September 1971 on the North Pond with a flock of 9 Hudsonian Godwits 
(L. haemastica). The Bar-tailed was noticeably smaller than the other godwits. The 
upturned bill and characteristic tail pattern were observed. The flock was very skittish 
and flew off quickly. I returned at 1130 with Ronald Mobley, and we quickly located 
the flock of Hudsonians with the Bar-tailed among them. I lost sight of the bird for  
about 15 minutes, and when I relocated it, it was standing on one leg and preening. 
The bird was observed from as close as 15 feet on a number of occasions, was flushed 
several times, and its field marks (white rump, barred tail, and upturned bill) were 
clearly seen with 9x35 binoculars. A number of photographs were taken. I am familiar 
with both the Hudsonian and Marbled Godwits and have examined study skins of the 
Hudsonian, Marbled, Black-tailed, and Bar-tailed Godwits at the American Museum 
of Natural History. This report represents the first sight record of the Bar-tailed God-
wit for the Carolinas. 

[Dept. Ed.—Reports of this species are increasing in eastern North America. With 
this report and that of Carl Carlson in this issue, the Bar-tailed Godwit can be placed 
on the North Carolina hypothetical list.] 
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