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In the late afternoon of 21 September 1975, I drove in at the north end of Pea Is-
land National Wildlife Refuge on the little dirt track about a quarter mile north of the 
north dyke of the North Impoundment, and parked beside a small, shallow rain-pond 
to photograph some dowitchers. Suddenly a larger bird landed within 20 feet of me. 
It was a godwit, but obviously not one of the two "usual" species; so I consulted Peter-
son's European field guide (Plate 32), which showed that the bird was a Bar-tailed 
Godwit. The back was much scalier and had a darker tone than does that of the similar 
Hudsonian Godwit. As I was re-focusing, the bird moved another 20 feet away to 
deeper water. As it thrust its bill into the water, the bird "tilted" in such a way as to 
display its tail, which was definitely barred. As it fed, I took three pictures, aiming 
for the tail; after perhaps 3 minutes, it suddenly flew off towards the impoundment. 

I next went to the very north end of the North Impoundment where I found 34 
Marbled Godwits and 5 Hudsonians. The Bar-tailed Godwit was not relocated. 

[Dept. Ed.—See related article in this issue.] 
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