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On 19 September 1973, a Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) was collected at 
the Lake Surf development, 4 miles ESE of Vass, Moore County, N.C. The bird was 
first observed feeding on a golf course near a flock of Pectoral Sandpipers (Calidris 
melanotos) and Buff-breasted Sandpipers (Tryngites subruficollis). The golf course 
was on a series of dikes bordering an 1130-acre lake bed. The lake had not been filled, 
and its bottom was covered with a wide expanse of mudflats and brush thickets. The 
thrasher proved to be an adult male, with a fully ossified skull and little subcutaneous 
fat. The specimen is cataloged as NCSM 4289 at the North Carolina State Museum of 
Natural History, Raleigh, N.C. 

There have been several records of the Sage Thrasher east of the Mississippi River 
in the last two decades. There is one previous record for North Carolina, a bird seen 
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on 5 October 1965 in the Bodie Island-Pea Island region of the Outer Banks in north- 
eastern North Carolina (Paul W. Sykes Jr., 1967, M.S. thesis, N.C. State University). 

[Dept. Ed.—The placing of this specimen in the N.C. State Museum of Natural 
History allows the Sage Thrasher to be added to the official list of North Carolina 
birds.] 
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