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The only published account of a seabird migration witnessed from shore in 
North Carolina is P.A. Buckley's study near Hatteras Inlet, Dare County, from late 
May through early June 1970. (Am. Birds, 1973, 27:8-10). During a 4-day period he 
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recorded an estimated 11,000 individuals of nine species, three of which were the first 
state observations. 	  

We witnessed a seabird migration from shore on 11 June 1975, near Frisco, Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore, Dare County, approximately 4 miles from the site of 
Buckley's work. Between 1445 and 1815 EDT, more than 262 individuals of five 
species were seen flying NE parallel to Hatteras Island at about 100 to 1000 yards 
from shore. Below is a tabulation of species and individual totals: 

Cory's Shearwater (Puffinus diomedea) 	 100+ 
Greater Shearwater (Puffinus gravis) 	 8 
Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) 	 1 
Shearwater sp. (Puff inus sp.) (75-90% probable Cory's) 	 135+ 
Wilson's Storm-Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) 	 15 
Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) (light-phase adults) 	 2 
Jaeger sp. (Stercorarius sp.) (light-phase) 	 1 

Total 

This occurrence of seabird migration was apparently not related to weather dis-
turbances as there were no storm systems in the area prior to or during our observa-
tions. The weather was partly cloudy with no precipitation. A weak cold front passed 
through the Outer Banks area of about 1700, accompanied by winds from E-NE at 10-
20 mph gradually shifting to SE after passage. Buckley (op. cit.) also mentioned the 
absence of storm systems during his observations. 

The magnitude and late date of this seabird migration was surprising. Considered 
together, our observations and Buckley's sightings (op. cit.) suggest that inshore sea-
bird migration, at least along the Outer Banks during late spring and early summer, 
may be a regular occurrence. 
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