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The Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) occurs at all elevations during the 
breeding season in the southern Blue Ridge Mountains, where it prefers disturbed open 
areas of secondary successional growth and forest-field edge. Stupka (Notes on the Birds 
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 1963) and Simpson (I. Elisha Mitchell Sci. 
Soc., 88:244-251, 1972) have noted that records above 1525 m (5000 feet) almost invari-
ably consist of solitary males, with no evidence of females, nests, or young except at 
lower elevations. The following observations suggest that the species does occasionally 
breed in the higher mountains. 

On 30 and 31 May 1975, I watched a pair of Indigo Buntings constructing a nest in a 
dense thicket of blackberry (Rubus sp.) at an elevation of 1585 m (5200 feet) along the 
Blue Ridge Parkway near Mt. Pisgah, Henderson County, N.C. The structure was placed 
55 cm (22 inches) off the ground in the heart of the thicket and appeared to be at least 
three-quarters finished. Because I was unable to return at a later date, it is not known 
whether eggs were laid or young successfully fledged. Nevertheless, this is the only 
record that I am aware of suggesting the possibility of nesting at such an elevation. 
Observers should document any additional records of breeding above 1585 m in the 
southern Blue Ridge. 
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