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At approximately 0915 on 3 April 1976 I observed an adult Goshawk (Accipiter 
gentilis) at shining rocks in the Shining Rock Wilderness Area. The bird, first seen rising 
out of the trees below, flew up along the ridge for some distance before dropping down, 
out of sight. From above, the bird was slaty blue on its back, wings, and tail. The long tail 
had several wide bands across its upper side. As the bird rose, several times it flashed a 
very pale silver or white under surface. The alternating flap and soar combination coupled 
with long tail and short wings identified the bird as an Accipiter. The silver breast plus 
very large size eliminates the smaller Cooper's and Sharp-shinned Hawks. 

Having spent much time taking hawk counts at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, I am quite 
familiar with this species. Other field marks aiding in identification include the bird's 
general behavior. The bird soared more than it flapped, holding the wings flat across the 
shoulders and dropping the wing tips. The flapping of this bird was powerful and not 
hurried, and the wings had a tapered appearance. These characteristics are all considered 
classic for the species. It is also interesting to note that the bird came out of a heavy spruce 
and hemlock forested area, the Goshawk's traditional breeding habitat. 
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