
Glaucous Gull on Pawleys Island, S.C. 

BOB LEWIS and LISA LEWIS 
308 E. Creswell Avenue 
Greenwood, S.C. 29646 	 31 August 1977 

On 23 January 1977 we were birding on Pawleys Island, Georgetown County, S.C., 
when I saw a very pale gull about a mile to the north resting on a sandbar. The time was 
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late afternoon; skies were clear and there was plenty of light available. 
We hastened up the beach and eventually got to within 100 yards of the bird. Using 

the 80X Questar telescope, we were certain that the bird was either an Iceland or Glaucous 
Gull (Larus glaucoides or L. hyperboreus). We saw a large gull with entirely white 
plumage, except for a small, pale gray portion of the mantle and the folded wings. The 
total gray area was less than one would expect on an adult Glaucous or Iceland. The bill 
was pale yellow, except for the front one-fourth of its length, which was black: We believe 
that the bird was a Glaucous rather than an Iceland for two reasons. In the first case, this 
was a large, husky bird. It was slightly larger than most of the nearby Herring Gulls 
(L. argentatus), but at least one of the Herring Gulls was equal in size. All the nearby Ring-
billed Gulls (L. delawarensis) were dwarfed by it. Second, the bill was at least as large in 
proportion to the head as that of any of the Herring Gulls. In all of the Icelands that we 
have seen to date (in New York and Massachusetts), we have been impressed by the small 
size of the bill. Size and plumage indicate that our bird was a second or third year female 
Glaucous Gull. 

Sprunt and Chamberlain consider the Glaucous Gull to be a casual winter visitor 
(South Carolina Bird Life, 1970, p. 259). They list six records, and Burton adds two more in 
the Supplement. A more recent record is that of a bird seen on the Litchfield-Pawleys 
Island Christmas Count of 1974 (Chat 39:10). Records in North Carolina are more 
frequent. See especially the report for the Southern Atlantic Coast region in American 
Birds (30:705), which describes the heavy influx of white-winged gulls in the Carolinas 
during the winter of 1975-76. 
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