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Western North Carolina is not known for its overwintering population of Canada 
Geese (Branta canadensis). However, in 1950, 16 birds appeared on Roundabout Farm 
along the Yadkin River at Ronda, N.C. The farm, owned by R.T. Chatham, has several 
small ponds and proved to be attractive to the geese. They have returned each year since 
1950, and numbers increased to a high of 450 in 1968 (Table 1). Since that time, numbers 
have fluctuated but have remained in excess of 200 each winter. The geese are fed and 
protected by Mr. Chatham and represent an unusual occurrence in western North Caro-
lina. 
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The Chat 



Year 	Date arrived First to arrive Total 
1950 	Oct. 3 5 16 
1951 	Oct. 1 7 26 
1952 	Sept. 30 6 75 
1953 	Sept. 28 5 125 
1954 	Oct.1 6 140 
1955 	Sept. 26 8 200 
1956 	Sept. 27 6 220 
1957 	Sept. 27 10 280 
1958 	Oct. 3 4 300 
1959 	Oct. 2 6 390 
1960 	Oct. 1 38 420 
1961 	Oct. 3 6 408 
1962 	Oct. 15 10 375 
1963 	Sept. 30 15 385 
1964 	Sept. 27 23 365 
1965 	Sept. 20 7 370 
1966 	Sept. 13 7 380 
1967 	Sept. 14 5 342 
1968 	Oct. 2 8 450 
1969 	Sept. 10 10 390 
1970 	Sept. 25 9 366 
1971 	Sept. 23 9 325 
1972 	Oct. 2 17 250 
1973 	Oct. 1 9 210 
1974 	Sept. 23 16 350 
1975 	Sept. 28 16 335 

Table 1. Wintering Canada Goose numbers at Ronda, N.C. 
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