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On 5 June 1977, I saw a Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) fly up with a flock 
of Barn Swallows (Hirundo rustica) from a mud puddle at Moore's Landing, Cape 
Romain National Wildlife Refuge, Charleston County, S.C. The Barn Swallows were part 
of a flock of about 30 pairs that nest under the 1000-foot concrete pier at this locality. I 
assumed the Cliff Swallow was a late migrant, but on 7 July I saw it again. This time it 
seemed to center its activities near a section of the pier about 100 feet from shore. By 

leaning over the rail, I saw its gourd-shaped mud nest. The nest, under a sheltering overhang, 
was partially supported by a joint in a 1/2-inch metal electrical conduit. The "neck" of the 
nest was barely an inch long. The next day, while photographing the nest, I saw the Cliff 
Swallow fly out of the structure; and it was seen looking out of the entrance for several suc-
cessive days. During this period, Barn Swallows occasionally harassed the Cliff Swallow 
in flight. 

No other Cliff Swallow nests were found, and only one pair was seen in the colony. I 
believe this may be the first nest built by this species at Moore's Landing. 

The angle of the sun on 23 July permitted me to see into the nest. It contained four 
rather large, well-feathered young. They were still in the nest on 3 August, and both 
parents were flying in the vicinity. However, on 6 August all adults except a few Barn 
Swallows had departed the colony, and only one Cliff Swallow nestling remained. It was 
still in the nest at 0830 on that date, but at 1500 the nest was empty. I believe the whole 
brood fledged successfully. The fragile neck of the nest was intact. Had a predator robbed 
the nest, the neck would probably have been broken. 

The Cliff Swallow is expanding its breeding range. It was first reported nesting in 
piedmont South Carolina in 1965 by Adair M. Tedards (Chat 29:95-97). Other nests were 
located (no date given) by the Norwoods beneath the bridge on SC 49 over the Catawba 
River in York County, S.C. (South Carolina Bird Life, 1970, p. 616). Sidney Gauthreaux 
and Carl Helms found a Cliff Swallow nest at Clemson, S.C., and another under a bridge 
at Lake Hartwell, in 1974 (Chat 38:97-98). These sites are in the upper piedmont. Gilbert S. 
Grant and Thomas L. Quay (Wilson Bull 89:286-290) summarized the appearance of this 
species in the piedmont of North Carolina and Virginia. In 1975, Paul W. Sykes (Wilson 
Bull 88:671) found a small disjunct colony in south-central Florida. The Moore's Landing 
nest represents the first breeding record for the southeastern coastal region. 

While the status of the Cliff Swallow in the Moore's Landing colony seems clear, that 
of the Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) is not. Although I have no field notes on this species 
earlier than 7 July 1977, I believe that about 6 pairs were present through May and June. 
They were definitely present from 7 July through 3 August. On 21 July these birds were 
joined by a flock of approximately 50 presumed migrants that lingered for 2 or 3 days. As 
no suitable banks for nesting are known in the vicinity, and as Moore's Landing is outside 
the known breeding range, the presence of apparently resident Bank Swallows in late 
spring and summer is perplexing. 

Eugene E. Murphey in Observations on the Bird Life of the Middle Savannah Valley 
(Contributions from the Charleston Museum, 1937, p. 31) found Bank Swallows breeding 
in Aiken County, S.C., in 1895 and 1896, and collected both adults and eggs. The A.O.U. 
Check-list Committee (1957, p. 359) apparently accepted this record, because the 
southern limit of the breeding range in given as ". . northern Alabama (Tennessee Valley), 
central West Virginia, and eastern Virginia, casually to south-central South Carolina 
(Aiken County). . ." 
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ADDENDUM 
A pair of Cliff Swallows returned on 25 April 1978, were repairing the neck of the old 

nest with fresh mud on 5 May, and seemed to be incubating by 10 May. 
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