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On 21 November 1976, while studying a flock of sparrows in the new Beaver Dam 
Reservoir in northern Wake County, N.C., I found an immature Harris' Sparrow (Zono-
trichia querula). The bird was rather shy but came into the open and perched in tall weeds 
for about 30 seconds. It was perched about 4 feet off the ground and about 30 feet away. 
The light was good with the sun to my back. I saw the bird a second time under the same 
conditions after reference to a field guide. 

The bird was a large sparrow that was generally white underneath except for large 
brown blotches on the upper breast. The throat seemed slightly whiter than the breast and 
belly. The cheek was whitish with a dark line at the upper edge of the whitish patch. The 
crown also appeared to have some whitish feathers mixed with dark. The rest of the back 
was a medium brown. The color of the soft parts was not noted. 

White-crowned Sparrows (Z. leucophrys) were particularly common in the area and 
"sat up" with the Harris' Sparrow when I made a "whisking" sound. White-throated Spar-
rows (Z. albicollis) were also present in the vicinity. The large blotches on the upper breast 
of the Harris' Sparrow separate it from these species and from the western Golden- 
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crowned Sparrow (Z. atricapilla). The combination of white on the cheek with black 
above, along with the blotches on the breast, indicates that the bird seen was molting from 
immature to mature plumage. 

This apparently constitutes the fourth record of Harris' Sparrow for North Carolina. 
The first North Carolina record was an immature male collected by Burleigh in March of 
1933 in Buncombe County and noted in Birds of North Carolina (Pearson et al. 1942). A 
later sight record of a single bird (incorrectly given in Birds of North Carolina, revised 
1959, as "a flock of 46") was made at a feeder in Rhonda in November of 1946 (Chat 10:87). 
The third record was from the Christmas Bird Count at Tryon on 30 December 1976 (Chat 
41:43). 
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