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On the morning of 10 January 1975, I secured a male LeConte's Sparrow (Ammospiza 
leconteii), one of two individuals seen in a slightly wet grass-sedge marsh on Bodie Island, 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Dare County, N.C. The collection site was approxi-
mately 4 km N of the lighthouse and about 45 meters W of NC 12 near the parking area for 
hunting blind No. 5. The bird had heavy subcutaneous fat and both testes measured 1.0 x 
2.5 mm. The specimen is now No. 527751 of the U.S. National Museum. The identification 
was confirmed by George E. Watson. The bird collected was apparently one of the two 
seen in the same area on 29 November 1974 by Ray Chandler and Paul McQuarry (Chat 
39:28), who also found the birds on 30 December 1974 during the Bodie-Pea Island Christ-
mas Bird Count (Chat 39:10). 

Birds of North Carolina (Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley 1942, revised by Wray and 
Davis 1959) lists the species as accidental in North Carolina with a specimen taken near 
Raleigh on 21 April 1894. The birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians of Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore Recreational Area (project completion report to the National Park 
Service) by T.L. Quay (1959) gives no record of LeConte's Sparrow for the Outer Banks, 
nor did I find the species in that region during the falls of 1964-1966 (Sykes 1967, The fall 
migration of land birds along the Bodie Island-Pea Island region of the Outer Banks of 
northeastern North Carolina, unpublished MS thesis , N.C. State Univ.). 

[NOTE: Elsewhere in North Carolina the LeConte's Sparrow has been seen in Wake 
County on 23 October 1965 by H.L. Jones (Chat 30:30), in Macon County on 17 October 
1968 by Mary Enloe (Chat 34:49), near Morehead City on 29 November 1970 by John 
Fussell (Chat 35:59) , and in Moore County on 30 April 1972 by Carter and Parnell (Chat 
37:26). Regarded as a rare and erratic winter resident in South Carolina (South Carolina 
Bird Life, Sprunt and Chamberlain 1949, revised 1970 by Burton, p. 635), LeConte's Spar-
row was reported on the Charleston Christmas Bird Count on 30 December 1972 by Perry 
Nugent (Chat 37:16), on the Litchfield-Pawleys Island Christmas Bird Count on 28 
December 1974 by Pete Laurie (Chat 39:10), and at Santee N.W.R. on 18 January 1975 by 
Dennis Forsythe (Chat 39:63).—JFP] 
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