
BOOK REVIEW 

A GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF VENEZUELA 
Rodolphe Meyer de Schauensee and William H. Phelps Jr. 1978. Princeton University 

Press, Princeton, New Jersey 08540. xxii + 424 p.40 color plates, 13 black-and-white plates, 
41 line drawings by Guy Tudor and others. Appendix. Indexed in English, Spanish, and 
Latin. 6 x 9 inches. Cloth, $50.00; paper, $1.9.95. 

The format of this book is essentially the same as that for Ridgley's very successful 
Guide to the Birds of Panama, which also was published by Princeton University Press. 
Birds of Venezuela illustrates over 900 species in color and nearly 200 additional ones in 
black-and-white. The plates are grouped in the center of the book with the names of the 
birds and brief tips on identification on the facing pages. The text gives a detailed descrip-
tion of each species, its range within the republic, and its extralimital range plus notes on 
habitats, habits, and vocalization. A map of the country is featured on the end papers, and 
the introduction gives basic information on the geography of Venezuela. This guide also 
will be useful to bird students in northern Brazil and eastern Ecuador (for which no guides 
have been published) as well as in Colombia, Guyana, and Surinam. Birds of Venezuela is 
a welcome addition to the literature on the birds of Central and South America.—EFP 
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