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On 21 August 1977 I was leading a canoe trip down the French Broad River from Ros-
man to US 276 at Brevard, Transylvania County, N.C. We had been on the river about an 
hour and had already spotted several Green Herons and Belted Kingfishers when we saw 
an immature White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) on the north bank of the river at a distance of 
about 15 meters. It was perched about 3 meters off the ground in a dead snag. Even with-
out binoculars, the profile was unmistakable. The long decurved bill, the dark brown 
body showing a clear separation with the lighter neck, and the large size (about 45 cm 
high) were clearly visible. The bird did not fly at seeing us and seemed unusually un-
concerned about our presence. I watched the bird for over a minute while I stopped 
paddling and let the river current take us by. Several other canoeists saw the bird, but none 
were familiar enough with birds to give it a name. The river level was lower than normal 
as a result of the dry summer. 

[NOTE: See related article below.—JFP1 
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