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On 1 May 1978 at 1500, we observed about 300 swallows, mostly Barn Swallows with 
a lesser number of Tree and Rough-winged Swallows, alternately perching and fluttering 
over bare agricultural land at the Central Crops Research Station, Clayton, N.C. Some of 
the birds appeared to be hawking prey in the air, whereas others waddled about pecking 
at the ground. 

Examination of the field revealed a large concentration of small flies. These either 
crawled over the surface when approached, or less made short, labored flights. The air 
temperature was in the range of 14 degrees C under an overcast sky. Thus the flies 
appeared to be partially incapacitated by the low temperature. 

Although we were not able to approach near enough to the swallows to confirm that 
they were feeding on the flies, a few House Sparrows were observed taking the insects. 
That fact, coupled with the behavior of the swallows, led us to conclude that the flies had 
attracted the birds. Although the taking of terrestrial prey objects is doubtless exceptional 
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behavior in swallows, these expert aerialists can, apparently, employ such a strategy 
profitably when conditions are favorable. 
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