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On 14 June 1978, I saw and heard American Redstarts (Set ophaga ruticilla) on the banks 
of Wadmacon Creek, a tributary of the lower Santee River, Georgetown County, S.C. This 
location is only 21 air miles from the Atlantic Ocean. At least eight singing males were found 
along a 1-mile stretch of the creek, which strongly suggests that redstarts were breeding 
there. 
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Historically, the American Redstart was suspected to breed only in the mountainous 
northwest section of the state (South Carolina Bird Life, 1970, p. 626-627). However, in recent 
years breeding populations of this species have been discovered in the upper coastal plain. On 
14 May 1966, Heyward Douglas and I watched a female build a nest in the Santee Swamp, 
Sumter County, about 40 miles SE Columbia (Chat 34:50). Three years later Bruce Mack 
(Chat 33:104-105) also observed a female building a nest in lower Richland County, about 20 
miles upstream from Santee Swamp. On 16 July 1971, Shuler and others (Chat 35:113) 
observed a singing male and a female with a well-feathered immature on the north bank of the 
Wateree River just inland from its confluence with the Congaree River in Sumter County. 
Thus far, breeding populations of the redstart in the coastal plain have been found only in the 
heavily forested bottomlands of the Santee River and its tributaries, despite the efforts to 
locate them in the nearby Francis Marion Forest and the lower Pee Dee River Swamp. 

The breeding distribution of the redstart in the South Carolina coastal plain could be an 
example of how a successful, pioneering warbler uses a bottomland drainage system as a 
"pathway" for range expansion. Observers in the piedmont and coastal plain could add new 
knowledge of the American Redstart's breeding range in the state by looking for evidence of 
nesting along stream bottoms and in low deciduous woods. 

[NOTE: Norris (Birds of the AEC Savannah River Plant Area, Contributions from The 
Charleston Museum No. 14, 1963, p. 58) cites a juvenile male collected by Fred Denton on 9 
July 1953 at the mouth of Upper Three Runs Creek, Aiken County. This record strongly 
suggests breeding in that area. —JRH] 

Summer 1979 	 69 


	Page 1
	Page 2

