upper part of the state. However, Sprunt and Chamberlain (South Carolina Bird Life, 1949,
p. 215) state that the species does breed on the coast and list records from Beaufort and
Charleston Counties. Burton (Supplement, South Carolina Bird Life, 1970, p. 598) provides
additional nesting records for Berkeley and Dorchester Counties. He also states that nests
containing eggs have been found as early as 14 March and as late as 9 July. This is supported
by the two young I observed on 15 July.

Nocturnal Feeding of Gulls at a Lighted Pier

SALLY AND DOUG NUNNALLY
512 N. Channel Drive, Wrightsville, Beach, N.C. 28480

ROBERT NEEDHAM
Box 8207, Waynick Blvd., Wrightsville Beach, N.C. 28480

RANDY LENNON
115-A Liveoak Drive, Wrightsville Beach, N.C. 28480 20 December 1978

On 4 December 1978, a flock of 1500 to 2000 gulls was observed from 2030 until 2230 off
the end of the Crystal Fishing Pier at Wrightsville Beach, N.C. There were no fishermen on
the pier, but the spotlight that illuminates the ocean at the end of the pier was turned on. This
was the second day that 30-knot southwesterly winds had been blowing. The birds were
feeding on small bait fish while hovering above the water at the end of the pier, and dropping
back to rest on the surface of the water after feeding. The flock was composed mainly of
Laughing Gulls (Larus atricilla) with Ring-billed (L. delawarensis) and an occasional Herring
(L. argentatus) and Great Black-backed (L. marinus) present. One Royal Tern (Sterna
maxima) was seen. Two additional small groups of 25 to 100 birds were also feeding beside the
pier. At 2330 there were still about 1000 birds present, the majority of which were resting on
the surface of the water.

These species are generally considered to be diurnal feeders. We have seen no other
instance of the nocturnal attraction of such large numbers of gulls to feed on the schools of
small fish regularly encountered adjacent to lighted piers along the North Carolina coast.

Franklin’s Gull in Greenwood County, S.C.

BOB LEWIS
308 E. Creswell Avenue
Greenwood, S.C. 29646 11 April 1978

In the late afternoon of 2 April 1978, I was following my usual birding route along
Lake Greenwood in Greenwood State Park, Greenwood County, S.C. It had been the
hottest day of the year to date, with a high temperature of 82 degrees F, following a week-
long period of unusually warm and dry weather. The sky was cloudless and there was still
plenty of light available, even though it was only a half hour before sunset.

Looking north from the camping area, I saw a flock of approximately 350 gulls resting
about 100 to 150 yards off shore: This is an unusually large number for April. The flock
consisted of several Herring Gulls (Larus argentatus); roughly 310 Ring-billed Gulls (Larus
delawarensis); 35 Bonaparte’s Gulls (Larus philadelphia), many of which had almost
completely black hoods; and one other gull.

The bird was intermediate in size between the Bonaparte’s and the Ring-billeds, but
closer to the Bonaparte’s. The bill, too, was intermediate: shaped more like the Ring-
billed’s, but distinctly smaller relative to the size of the head. The blackish-red bill was,
therefore, too slight to be that of a Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla). The black hood of the
breeding plumage was complete. An almost complete white eye ring was very noticeable.
The mantle was dark gray, much darker than that of either the Bonaparte’s or the Ring-
billed’s. Separating the mantle color from the black wing tips was a broad band of white.

I saw the pattern of the opened wings briefly on three occasions, once when the bird
stretched its wings and twice when it (and the rest of the flock) took flight. From above the

Summer 1979 63



	Page 1

