
Killdeer with Young in Charleston, S.C. 
EDWARD C. MORRISON 
11 Church Street 
Charleston, S.C. 29401 	 31 August 1978 

On 14 July 1978, in a grassy lot off Lockwood Boulevard in Charleston, S.C., I saw a 
Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) that on 17 July proved to be one of a mated pair with two 
downy young. The 2 to 3 acre lot is less than 100 yards from the Ashley River and is bordered 
on one side by marsh and on the other by the heavily traveled boulevard. 

At my approach, both adults immediately arose: one circling and flying about in its 
characteristic rapid and erratic flight pattern, the other running to a rock-covered, exposed 
area, feigning injury as nesting birds of this species often do. The two young, scurried into the 
high grass and did not take flight. I did not see the young after 17 July, but at least one adult 
was present as late as 5 August. 

Wayne (Birds of South Carolina, 1910, p. 59) says that the Killdeer is a winter resident in 
the low country of South Carolina from July to April, but does not breed, "preferring" the 
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upper part of the state. However, Sprunt and Chamberlain (South Carolina Bird Life, 1949, 
p. 215) state that the species does breed on the coast and list records from Beaufort and 
Charleston Counties. Burton (Supplement, South Carolina Bird Life, 1970, p. 598) provides 
additional nesting records for Berkeley and Dorchester Counties. He also states that nests 
containing eggs have been found as early as 14 March and as late as 9 July. This is supported 
by the two young I observed on 15 July. 
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