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On 14 May 1977, I observed a singing Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus) near Brookgreen 
Gardens, Georgetown County, S.C. Another singing Ovenbird was found at this location on 
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31 May, presumably a male on territory, as migration was well over. On 1 June, I returned and 
made a concerted effort to find a nest but did not succeed. However, on 10 June the male and a 
female were together "showing concern" and giving alarm notes. The male continued to sing 
through the month of June, but I was unable to find the birds in July. Repeated attempts to 
locate a nest were unsuccessful. 

Sprunt and Chamberlain (1970, p. 472) give definite breeding records for the Ovenbird 
only from the mountains. Nevertheless, the late Annie Rivers Faver (pers. com .) found it 
breeding in lower Richland County in the middle of the state. McKenzie (1975) reported an 
Ovenbird in June at the Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge, Chesterfield County. 

In North Carolina, Pearson et al. (1959, p. 331) list the Ovenbird as breeding from' 
Raleigh westward with two records from the coastal plain in Bertie and Craven Counties. 
Recently, LeGrand (1975) described the nesting status of this species in the North Carolina 
upper coastal plain as fairly common but absent in the lower coastal plain. However, Fussell 
(1970) reported that Ovenbirds were present throughout the summer in the Croatan National 
Forest in the North Carolina lower coastal plain. 

The habitat at Brookgreen Gardens where the Ovenbirds were found consisted of a 
mature 75-foot Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) stand with a 40- to 60-foot middle story of Live 
Oak (Quercus virginiana) and Laurel Oak (Q. laurifolia). Sparkleberry (Vaccinium 
arboreum) and Laurel Oak saplings were the principal understory plants. Ground cover was 
sparse, although a rich accumulation of mulch and leaf litter was present. The male's territory 
covered about 6 acres. According to Harrison (1975), Ovenbirds nest on "deciduous forest 
floors, especially with low undergrowth." Burleigh (1958) noted that Ovenbirds are not very 
particular about a nest site except that the ground be well covered with dead leaves. 

The following species of birds were associated with the Ovenbirds at the Brookgreen 
Gardens site: Wood Thrush, Hooded Warbler, Tufted Titmouse, Red-eyed Vireo, White-
eyed Vireo, and Summer Tanager. 

Although no nest was found, I suggest that the Ovenbird may now be considered a rare 
summer resident in the South Carolina lower coastal plain. The preferred nesting sites of this 
species are scarce in the pine-dominated forests of the region. 
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ADDENDUM 

Cely returned to the location in Georgetown County on 4 June 1979. In the identical spot 
where the pair had been found 2 years earlier, he saw an Ovenbird and heard it singing. 
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