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Several years ago Simpson (Chat 36:69-72, 1972) reviewed the former status of the 
Swallow-tailed Kite in the southern Appalachians, especially in western North Carolina. 
Kites were regular late summer visitors in the North Carolina mountains during the 1800s but 
had almost disappeared by 1900. Simpson attributed this decline to a corresponding 
shrinkage in the breeding range of Swallow-tailed Kites in the upper Mississippi Valley; he 

Fall 1979 	 93 



felt that birds breeding in the upper Midwest were migrating in the fall east and south down 
through the Appalachian Mountains. 

Leverett M. Loomis, a capable ornithologist who worked in the South Carolina 
piedmont during the late nineteenth century, shed additional light on the occurrence of 
Swallow-tailed Kites in the southern Appalachians. In his paper "Summer birds of the 
mountain portions of Pickens County, South Carolina" (Auk 7:30-39, 1890), Loomis noted 
that Swallow-tailed Kites were "summer visitants in Oolenoy (Pickens County) and other 
valleys." On 6 August 1889, two kites were shot on Little Eastatoe Creek, 3 miles W of 
Mount Pinnacle. This locality is about 50 air miles S of the North Carolina mountains where 
kites were seen in the 1800s. 
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