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During our first summer here (1957) I was surprised to find that there was an 
apparent breeding population of Scarlet Tanagers. Over the years the annual banding 
of Scarlet Tanagers has run about one-fourth the annual banding of Summer 
Tanagers. Undoubtedly some birds of each species have been migrants rather than 
local summer residents. 

By about 1970 I was quite sure that the number of each species banded was 
much less than in the early years. One way of looking at this is to compute a moving 
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. 1. Decline in the local Scarlet Tanager population 
based on banding results at Hillsborough, N.C. 1959-1976. 

 

Fig. 2. Decline in the local Summer Tanager population 
based on banding results at Hillsborough, N.C. 1959-1976. 

average. The two graphs (Fig. 1 and 2) are moving averages of 5 years referred to the 
middle year of the five. The banding effort was reasonably uniform until 1975. 
Beginning then there was some reduction to a level since maintained. It will be noted 
that 1973, the first year when this reduction could affect the average, merely carries 
on an already marked reduction of numbers relative to the numbers observed around 
1960. 
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