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Lake Murray, one of the larger man-made lakes in South Carolina, lies predominantly in 
Lexington County, roughly 20 miles W of Columbia. Table 1 summarizes the 11 field trips 

TABLE 1. Observations of wintering water birds 
at Lake Murray, S.C., 1977 and 1978. 
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Common Loon 	 21 43 9 7 7 - 	30 3 20 1 20 15 

Horned Grebe 	 1457 12 42 146 25 1250 700 1350 11 2 -- 

Pied-bill. Grebe 	 7 1 4 2 

Mallard 	  160 25 20 6 1 10 6 5 6 

Black Duck 	 10 6 

Gadwall 	  2 25 2 

Blue-winged Teal . 2 

American Wigeon 	 -- 15 -- -- 20 

N. Shoveler 	 -- 2 -- 

Redhead 	  -- -- 30 -- 

Scaup (sp. ?) 	 -- 110 1 300 -- 15 300 300 600 60 50 

Com. Goldeneye 	 3 -- 

Bufflehead 	 2 4 

Hooded Merganser . 15 -- 5 

Red-br. Merg. 	. . . 53 -- -- 94 80 2 

Duck (sp. 	?) 	 -- 100 -- 30 100 -- 400 

American Coot 	 14 7 -- 1 2 4 9 400 -- 

Herring Gull 	 -- 3 -- 20 -- 10 10 -- 

Ring-billed Gull . 85 15 20 -- 1000 300 200 100 50 

Bonaparte's Gull . 20 4 -- 150 200 -- 

Gull 	(sp. ?) 	 -- 60 
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I made to this lake during 1977 and 1978. 
The best observation point for birding is reached by driving north on Shore Road from 

SC 378 for about 6 miles until the road ends. One is then at the end of a long peninsula jutting 
into the lake. From here it is possible to scan over several square miles of water to the east and 
south. In dealing with such large distances, it is essential to have a powerful telescope and 
good viewing conditions (i.e. water temperature approximately equal to air temperature). 
Another good lookout is the dam forming the Lake on SC 6. 

The most notable feature of the table is the enormous number of Horned Grebes that 
wintered on Lake Murray in 1977 and 1978. Such numbers are unprecedented at an inland 
location in the Carolinas, if not for the continent. The numbers recorded for Common Loon, 
Red-breasted Merganser, and scaup are also unusually high, at least by comparison with the 
accounts given by Sprunt and Chamberlain in South Carolina Bird Life (1970). Because of 
the great distances involved. I have listed all scaup under the heading "Scaup (sp. ?)." There is 
little or no doubt, however, that the vast majority of these birds were Lessers. 

Not included in the table are two birds seen indistinctly at a great distance on 21 January 
1978. They are thought to have been Western Grebes, but viewing conditions made a positive 
identification impossible. 

It should be noted that the winters of 1977 and 1978 were unusually severe. I was 
accompanied on several of these trips by my wife Lisa, and once by Brian Cassie. 
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