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On 28 April 1979, while conducting field work on Caper's Island, north of Charleston, 
S.C., I observed an unusual display of aggressive common defense. As I studied a colony of 
nesting Boat-tailed Grackles on a small island in a brackish impoundment, a large (10-foot) 
American Alligator approached the colony from the edge of the pond. Although the alligator 
advanced with only its head above water, two female Boat-tailed Grackles and a male Red-
winged Blackbird began mobbing the alligator when it came within 100 feet of the colony. 
Flying in tight circles above the alligator's head and uttering constant alarm cries, the three 
birds harassed the intruder for approximately 15 minutes. At times, the female Boat-
tailed Grackles came within 2 inches of the alligator's head as though they were attempting to 
land. 

While aggressive defensive behavior is commonly displayed by both individuals and 
groups of birds against such enemies as mammals, snakes, and other birds, little 
documentation exists on attacks on alligators (Bent 1958, Pettingill 1970). This seemingly 
ambitious defense is not unwarranted, however, because the alligator has been known to prey 
on the eggs and young of the Boat-tailed Grackle, although occurrences are apparently rare 
(Audubon 1834, Bent 1958). 
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