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On 9 and 10 May 1979 my tour schedule with the North Carolina Symphony allowed me 
considerable time to search for warblers in southwestern North Carolina. The areas covered 
on 9 May were in Graham County: NC 28 from US 19 to Fontana Village (0730-1030) and SR 
1246 and SR 1247 west of Fontana Village (1100-1400). Areas on 10 May were in Clay, 
Macon, Jackson, and Haywood Counties: US 64 and US 23 to the Blue Ridge Parkway 
northbound to Richland Balsam (1100-1800). The method of locating birds was to drive 
slowly, listening for songs. Stops were made for visual confirmations and at apparently 
favorable habitats. Notes on nesting behavior and information supplemental to Harry E. 
LeGrand's 1973 warbler distribution and abundance study (Chat 39:45-54) follow. Terms of 
abundance correspond to those used by LeGrand. 

Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera): common along US 64 between 
Hayesville and Franklin at elevations over 3000 feet. Blue-winged Warbler (V. pinus): an 
individual was singing the typical "beebuzz" song in Graham County. Northern Parula 
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(Parula americana): a female was seen entering a nest in western Macon County. Cerulean 
Warbler (Dendroica cerulea): one was observed in Graham County at a location described by 
LeGrand (Chat 43:20). Blackburnian Warbler (D. fusca): common in the Canadian Zone 
around Richland Balsam. Some appeared paired. Chestnut-sided Warbler (D. 
pennsylvanica): nearly 100 birds were estimated along the parkway on 10 May. A more 
careful survey might have indicated "abundant" status. Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens): 
one of two in Graham county carried nest material. 

In addition, two Cerulean Warblers (one confirmed visually) were singing within hearing 
of each other, 1/4 mile N of US 64 on Shooting Creek Road, 5 miles W of the Clay-Macon 
county line. This is the first published occurrence of the Cerulean Warbler in Clay County. 
The close proximity of the two singing males suggests the colonial behavior observed in the 
species at other North Carolina sites (see Chat 43:20). The habitat was mature hardwoods on 
steep slopes at an elevation of 3000 feet. 

On four occasions I heard calls that were attributed to Worm-eating Warblers 
(Helmitheros vermivorus), but the birds were not seen. Despite the use of a tape recorder, no 
Swainson's Warblers (Limnothlypis swainsonii) were found in the previously occupied areas 
near Fontana Village (Harry LeGrand, pers. comm.). The other warbler species present were 
Black-and-white (Mniotilta varia), Yellow (D. petechia), Black-throated Green (D. virens), 
Yellow-throated (D. dominica), Blackpoll (D. striata), Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus), 
Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis tricas), Kentucky (Oporornis formosus), Hooded 
(Wilsonia citrina), and American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla). 

Winter 1980 
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