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During the early months of 1978, Charles Whitney and I conducted an informal 
survey of owl populations within the area covered annually during the Columbia, S.C., 
Christmas Bird Count. Using taped calls and hooted imitations to attract the birds, we 
worked approximately 30% of the count circle during our survey. Our searching was 
done for the most part along quiet back roads and woods trails, away from residential 
areas, and was always begun shortly after dark on calm evenings. The results of our field 
work are shown in Table 1. 
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TABLE 1. Results of an owl census made in the vicinity of Columbia, S.C., January 
through March 1978. Habitat abbreviations: F for farmland, fields, and adjacent 
woodland margins, H for hardwoods, P for mature pinewoods, YP for young pine-
woods, M for mixed pine /hardwoods, and R for residential neighborhoods. 

Hours 	Owls 	Great- 	 Short- 
Date 	Afield Total I Seen 	horned Barred Screech eared Habitat 

28 Jan. 	2.25 	13/ 3 	 5 	7 	1 	F,H,M 

29 Jan. 	4.0 	17/ 3 	 12 	5 	 H,M 

2 Feb. 	.25 	4/ 1 	1 	2 	1 	 M, P, 

24 Feb. 	2.75 	27/ 4 	 24 	3 	 F,H,M 

6 Mar. 	2.0 	13/ 1 	2 	1 	10 	 M,P,R 

10 Mar. 	2.25 	22/ 6 	2 	1 	19 	 M,Y,P 

21 Mar. 	3.5 	15/ 2 	2 	2 	11 	 M,R 

22 Mar. 	3.0 	15/ 3 	 12 	3 	 F,M,P 

29 Mar. 	.25 	3/ 1 	 3 	 — 	H 

Totals 	20.25 	129/ 24 	7 	62 	59 	1 

During the course of this study, we gradually became familiar with the habitat 
requirements of the commoner owls in the Columbia area. The Screech Owl (Otus asio) 
was found to occur abundantly in extensive tracts of young pine, such as are present on 
parts of Fort Jackson Military Reservation. We also found this bird to be quite common 
in residential woodlots and in mixed woods along the edge of farmland. In riverbottom 
woods and in dark, swampy situations, the Barred Owl (Strix varia) populations are 
very large indeed, and in these habitats we found this highly vociferous and animated 
bird to be the only owl species present. Barred Owls were also noted commonly in drier 
areas of mature pines. In regard to the Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus), we 
expected to record this bird in a variety of habitats; however, it could only be located in 
the vicinity of small lakes or ponds with adjacent stands of tall pines. 

The range of responses of owls to recorded owl calls was considerable. The Barn 
Owl (Tyto alba) and Great Horned Owl made no response that we could discern. 
Screech Owls were generally cooperative and answered the recordings well. Most 
surprising was the Barred Owl, which not only readily responded to its own calls but 
also seemed to answer the calls of the Great Horned Owl and Screech Owl on several 
occasions. 

Of six Screech Owls seen well enough to distinguish color, five were gray and one 
was reddish-brown. The reddish-brown bird was seen in company with one of the gray-
phase owls, the two apparently a mated pair. 
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