
Alder Flycatcher Colony in Watauga County, N.C. 
TOM HAGGERTY 
Box 1029 
Four Oaks, N.C. 27524 	 8 July 1980 

A note on the Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum) reported the status of this 
bird in the southern Appalachians during the breeding season (Chat 43:35-36). Since 
that report, the first Tennessee and the southernmost nesting record for this species 
has been established (Migrant 50:34-36). This note is to record yet another probable 
nesting site for the Alder Flycatcher in the southern Appalachians. 

On 7 June 1979, Eloise Potter, Harry LeGrand, and I found two singing Alder 
Flycatchers in a mountain bog near the southwestern border of Watauga County, 
N.C. The bog lies between Beech Mountain and Rocky Knob at an elevation of 
approximately 4600 feet. 

On 6 and 7 June 1980, I returned to the Beech Creek bog and found five singing 
Alder Flycatchers. They appeared to be on territory because they were fairly evenly 
dispersed throughout the bog area. Their "pip" call notes and "fee-beer" songs were 
clearly heard at all hours of the day. Although I remained in the area more than 24 
hours, I found no positive evidence of nesting. 
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