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While picking blackberries on the afternoon of 29 June 1980, I heard repeated 
loud "protest" notes of an adult Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina). The bird was 
10 to 15 feet behind me, vocalizing from an extensive Rubus thicket in my yard at 
Bayleaf, Wake County, N.C. When I turned toward it, the bird flew to the ground, and 
while continuing its loud notes hopped and fluttered away from me with frequent 
pauses. One wing was lowered but not dragging. As I continued my activities, the bird 
returned to its original position and continued to chirp. When I again turned toward 
the bird, the entire process was repeated. After I progressed another 15 feet a single, 
recently fledged Chipping Sparrow flew out of the blackberry thicket I was working 
and went across a gravel drive in a downward glide. It landed near what I assume 
was its alarmed parent and disappeared into another Rubus thicket. 

Eloise Potter kindly checked the manuscript text of the forthcoming Birds of the 
Carolinas and found that the only reference to warblers and sparrows performing 
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broken-wing acts were for Black-and-white and Swainson's Warblers. Specific ref-
erence to sparrows exhibiting distraction displays are few, although Pettingill (1970) 
stated, "Injury-feining shows up in a great number of species representing many 
families. . . . The performance differs in detail from species to species depending to 
some extent on the habitat. In general, species nesting on the ground most fully 
perform injury-feigning, but species nesting in other situations, such as trees and 
marshes, at least use some of the movements and adapt them accordingly." Stull (1968) 
provided the only reference to Chipping Sparrows performing distraction displays. He 
reported two occasions in which he observed incubating birds tumble from nests 6 feet 
above the ground and flutter along the ground away from his approach. Most 
accounts, for altricial species at least, are for distractions away from nest and eggs. 
Pierson (1978) provided a unique example of a displaying male Canada Warbler, a 
bird that was later observed carrying food. Pierson assumed that this bird was going to 
nest to feed its young. The significance of the Chipping Sparrow behavior reported 
here is twofold: It is but the second time a distraction display has been reported for the 
species, normally one that nests in trees, and it is also an example of an adult decoying 
a potential predator away from a fledged bird. 
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