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On 15 December 1978 during efforts to capture Dark-eyed Juncos (Junco 
hyemalis) in the vicinity of Clemson, Pickens County, S.C., we netted an immature 
Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). The bird's skull was completely ossified, and the 
wing and tail measured 69 and 50 mm respectively. The rectrices were very worn, 
suggesting that the bird was a first-year individual. The relatively large extent of blue 
shading in the feathers further suggested that it might be a male, but sex was not 
positively determined. The same individual (USFWS Band 1520-79659) was caught 
again on 16 December during the Clemson Christmas Bird Count at the same site 
among married-student housing units in the western part of the Clemson University 
campus near the old Seneca River bed. 

This is the second winter record of the Indigo Bunting in South Carolina; the first 
was reported from Edisto Beach, Colleton County, in the winter of 1954-1955, when a 
molting male stayed at a feeder for a week (Chamberlain 1955). The usual winter range 
of P. cyanea extends north from Central America to Florida and the northern Gulf 
Coast (Taber and Johnston in Bent 1968). Most winter records of the species north of 
Florida have been coastal (e.g. Tipton 1976, North Carolina; Imhof 1976, Alabama), 
although many inland reports exist, particularly in the Mississippi Valley (Smith 1958, 
North Carolina; Mumford and Keller 1975, Indiana; Bohlen 1978, Illinois; Stupka 
1963, Muffly and Owen 1977, and Bierly 1980, Tennessee). We surmise that this 
individual was enabled to stay in the upper piedmont by the extraordinarily mild 
autumn weather in northwestern South Carolina in 1978. It is interesting that an 
Indigo Bunting was caught in Indiana also during December (D. Whitehead, pers. 
comm.). 

This manuscript has benefitted from review and discussion with M. L. Bierly. 
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