
Unusual Behavior of a Barred Owl 
RUTH ITTNER 
Route 1, Box 220, Awendaw, S.C. 29429 

At 2000 EDT on 20 August 1979, I saw a Barred Owl (Strix varia) hang upside 
down by one foot from a limb of an oak tree in the back yard of my home in Awendaw, 
Charleston County, S.C. I had watched the owl perched in its normal upright position 
for about 5 minutes from a distance of about 25 yards. From its perch about 25 feet 
above ground, the bird alternately scanned the ground and looked toward me and my 
German Shepard. It then flew toward another oak set back from the first by about 4 
yards. As it neared the tree, the owl brought its feet forward, grasped a branch with one 
foot, and hung upside down for at least 8 seconds. Its wings were fully spread the entire 
time, and it was facing the dog and me. It is possible that the owl was exercising a scare 
tactic directed at the dog. Lill (Auk 96:489-498) documented a Superb Lyrebird 
(Menura superba) using the wing-spread character in a threatening posture. The 
lyrebird reacted in this manner to Lill's inspection of her nest containing fledglings. 
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