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Ruth Ittner and I spent the afternoon of 30 September 1979 watching birds on Bulls 
Island in Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge, Charleston County, S.C. After an 
hour we met the assistant refuge manager, Dick Munoz, and proceeded by vehicle to the 
refuge boat basin on the west side of the island. Upon our arrival at 1430 EDT, I noticed 
a bird perched on the corner of the roof covering the boat basin. The dark-colored bird 
exhibited an upright flycatcher posture and wagged its tail. When we left the vehicle, the 
bird flew a short distance and perched approximately 5 m above the ground in the top of 
a small tree. While the bird was flying, we noted the rusty abdomen and flycatcher-like 
flight. With 7 x 35 binoculars, we viewed the stationary bird for approximately 4 
minutes from a distance of 10 m. We saw the dark brown-gray head, gray back, and dull 
black tail. The wings were also dull black with gray edging on the secondaries and 
coverts. The throat and breast were light gray. After this period of observation, the bird 
flew toward and past us. It then perched for approximately 2 minutes on an I-beam 
supporting the roof of the boat basin. Again we saw the characteristics previously 
mentioned. The bird was last seen flying southeast over the salt marsh toward the 
interior of the island. 

44 	 The Chat 



All observers identified the bird as a Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya). To confirm our 
identification of this Western flycatcher, we immediately referred to The Birds of North 
America (Robbins, Bruun, Zim and Singer 1966, Golden Press, New York, N.Y.) All 
three members of the party are familiar with the species, Munoz having lived in 
Montana for 16 years before moving to South Carolina, Andre having attended 
graduate school in Idaho and Utah, and Ittner having visited Arizona. 

Munoz and I independently searched for the Say's Phoebe the following day 
(l October) without success. 

Say's Phoebe was given hypothetical status by E. Milby Burton in his Supplement 
to South Carolina Bird Life (1971, p. 641-642) on the basis of a single bird seen in 
Richland County on 18 January 1969 (Chat 35:112). The species has also been seen once 
in Wake County, N.C., on 23 October 1965 (Chat 30:28-29). 

[NOTE: A specimen, suitable photograph, or a third adequately documented sight 
record will be required to remove this species from the South Carolina hypothetical 
list — JRH] 
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