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On 30 May 1981 I spent several hours watching birds near Hudson, Whitnel, and
Lenoir in south-central Caldwell County, N.C. Elevations here range from 950 feet
(Hudson) to 1182 feet (Lenoir), and the habitat is primarily rolling hills forested by
Pitch Pine (Pinus rigada).

Forty avian speicies were recorded, and of these the 30 that showed territorial
behavior are followed by an asterisk (*): Sharp-shinned Hawk 1, Cooper's Hawk 2*,
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Mourning Dove 10*, Chimney Swift 3, Common Flicker 2*, Downy Woodpecker 2*,
Great Crested Flycatcher 3*, Eastern Wood Pewee 1*, Barn Swallow 8, Blue Jay 10+*,
Carolina Chickadee 5*, Tufted Titmouse 3*, White-breasted Nuthatch 1*, Brown-
headed Nuthatch 5*, House Wren 2*, Carolina Wren 2*, Mockingbird 7*, Gray Catbird
2*, Brown Thrasher 3*, American Robin 15+*, Wood Thrush 3*, Veery 1, Eastern
Bluebird 8*, Golden-crowned Kinglet 1, Cedar Waxwing 4, Black-and-white Warbler
3*, Yellow Warbler 1, Pine Warbler 2*, Ovenbird 6*, Eastern Meadowlark 10+*,
Orchard Oriole 2*, Common Grackle 25+*, Brown-headed Cowbird 5+, Scarlet
Tanager 2*, Cardinal 15*, Indigo Bunting 1*, Rufous-sided Towhee 8*, Dark-eyed
Junco 4, Grasshopper Sparrow 1 (heard only), and Song Sparrow 20+*.

Unfortunately, the brevity of my stay precluded searching for nests. Nevertheless,
several of the occurrences warrant further comment. I found the Cooper's Hawks at
Lenoir occupying a 5-mile stretch of lowland between two mountains, one of which has
a forest station and hang-gliding point at the summit. The Pine Warblers were between
Hickory (Catawba County) and Hudson along US 321-A (ca. 925 feet), and the Brown-
headed Nuthatches were along US 321 in a grove of pines near a pottery shop on the way
to Lenoir (ca. 1050 feet). Brown-headed Nuthatches were first reported nesting in
Caldwell County in 1974 (Chat 38:66). The Orchard Orioles were at the same location as
the nuthatches but on the other side of the road in deciduous shade trees. The Veery,
Golden-crowned Kinglet, and Dark-eyed Juncos were undoubtedly late transients at
the elevations covered.

Winter 1982
	 19


	Page 1
	Page 2

