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While covering our assigned area on the Bodie-Pea Island Christmas Bird Count in
1977, my wife Fran and I saw a parrot species unfamiliar to us. The bird was approximately 12 to 14 inches long with mandibles typical of a psitticiform. Its plumage was
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almost entirely dark green, appearing black when viewed at certain angles in the
subdued ambient light. The face and remiges were noticeably darker than the rest of the
body. Fran noted red plumage on the legs as the bird extended them in landing. The long
pointed tail and wings were noted as the bird flew about and perched in a grove of
mature Wax Myrtle (Myrica cerifera).
We first noticed the bird because of its raucous, screeching vocalizations, usually
uttered during short flights. Clearly a strong flier, the solitary bird permitted us to
approach no closer than 75 to 100 yards before taking wing. We watched the parrot for
approximately 30 minutes with 10X binoculars during midday on 30 December 1977.
The sky was overcast with intermittent light rain; the temperature was in the mid-40s.
The site was the parking lot adjacent to the boat slips at the U.S. Coast Guard Station at
the north end of Pea Island, Dare County, N.C.
The illustration in Forshaw and Cooper's Parrots of the World (1973) left little
doubt that we had seen a Nanday Conure (Nandayus nenday). Further, the observed
field marks matched well with a study-skin specimen in the scientific collection of the
North Carolina Museum of Natural History (NCSM 5755).
Lisk and Crabtree (Am. Birds 28:11) document the occurrence of this conure, also
known as the Black-hooded Parakeet, as a feral species in southern California and give
strong circumstantial evidence of breeding there in the early 1970s. Several reports from
the New York-New Jersey area indicate considerable nesting success of the Nanday
Conure. A Brooklyn, N.Y., population grew from 8 in 1976 to 19 in 1978, including 2
immature birds (Am. Birds 35:2).
The North Carolina sighting documented here is unquestionably a bird of pet-trade
origin, having been seen during the period when the species was breeding successfully in
New York. Observers should be aware that temperate coastal areas appear to prolong
survival of many non-native species introduced in the eastern United States by various
means, both accidentally and deliberately.
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