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BIRDLIFE AT CHINCOTEAGUE AND THE VIRGINIA BARRIER ISLANDS

Brooke Meanley, 1981. Cornell Maritime Press, Centerville, Md. 21617. 117 p.
Softcover. $7.50.

This hook provides an invaluable introduction for amateur naturalists intending to
visit the Chincoteague area. The short chapters are an interesting combination of ones
on specific birds (e.g. The Atlantic Brant), groups of related birds (e.g. Strikers & Flood
Gulls), ecologically related species (e.g. Birds of Oceanic Littoral Zone), and activities of
bird students ( Banding Royal Terns, The Christmas Bird Count). Chat readers may be
especially interested in Meanley's chapter entitled "Some Unusual Bird Records"
because it gives some insight into rare species likely to show up along the Carolina coast.
Indeed, many already have done so. Numerous charts, drawings. and black-and-white
photographs add to the value of the book, which should prove enjoyable to anyone
wishing to become familiar with the area and perhaps to those who already are.— DSL
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