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On 13 May 1981, Clemmer found a Screech Owl (Otus asio) with two large
downy young in a nest box (inside dimensions: 25 x 25 x 56 cm; entrance
diameter: 10 cm) that was resting on the ground at the Savannah River Plant,
Aiken County, S.C. The site was dominated by 40-year-old Longleaf Pine (Pinus
palustris), Bluejack Oak (Quercus cinerea), and Turkey Oak (Quercus laevis) with
little ground cover other than pine straw. As a result of forest management
activities and the young age of the stand, few trees were large enough to provide
nesting cavities for this species, although an identical unoccupied nest box
attached at 2 m on a pine was within 100 m of the box on the ground. The bottom
of the box on the tree was covered by pine straw; the box on the ground had
about 8 cm of wood shavings on the bottom. The birds were not disturbed on 13
May. When the box was checked by Jackson on 27 May, the birds were gone,
though one infertile Screech Owl egg was found.

While Screech Owls are well known to accept nest boxes as substitutes for
natural nesting cavities (Van Camp 1975, Bent 1938, Alland 1937), they usually
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choose nest sites well above the ground. The only similar report we have found
was of a nest in a stump; in that case, the bottom of the nest was below ground
level (Bent 1938).

Work at the Savannah River Plan has been generously supported by grants
to Jackson from the U.S. Department of Energy and from the Savannah River
National Environmental Research Park. We thank personnel at the Savannah
River Ecology Laboratory for their continued interest in our studies.
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