
BOOK REVIEW
A.B.A. CHECKLIST: Birds of Continental United States and Canada

Stuart Keith, chairman, A.B.A. Checklist Committee. 1982. (Second
edition) The American Birding Association, Box 4335, Austin, Texas 78765.
90 p. Softcover. $8.25 (A.B.A. members), $9 (nonmembers), plus $2.25 postage
and handling.

This checklist, which follows the taxonomic order of common and scien-
tific names that will appear in the sixth edition of the A.O.U. Check-List,
should be extremely useful to bird students during the period of adjustment to
the new nomenclature. Nearly a third of the booklet is devoted to a "Summary
of Records of Accidentals and Other Species," a feature that will interest those
who intend to purchase the A.O.U. publication but need a quick reference on
rare birds. Although numerous sight records are included in the citations for
the accidental species, great care seems to have been exercised in deciding
which sight records offer adequate details for acceptability. In several cases
where I have some familiarity with the published literature, I consider the
judgment of the A.B.A. committee to have been commendably conservative.
Space has been allowed for the owner to add records from supplements to be
published annually in Birding, the A.B.A. magazine. The inside back cover is
devoted to the A.B.A. Code of Ethics—something that should be publicized as
bird watching attracts highly competitive people who may thoughtlessly
create problems for wildlife, property owners, and fellow naturalists.—EFP
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