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On 19 June 1982 at 1600 EST, while walking in the Joyce Kilmer
Memorial Forest in Graham County, N.C., with Pat and David McConnell, I
encountered a singing Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes). The location
was about 500 m (1640 feet) beyond the memorial plaque that honors Joyce
Kilmer on the right arc of the upper loop trail. We descended to the memorial
plaque and there saw another (or the same) Winter Wren, which sang repeat-
edly. The next morning at 0700 EST, Jim McConnell and I returned to the
memorial plaque and immediately heard a Winter Wren singing in the upper
loop area about 50 m (160 feet) up the gentle slope from us. While we stayed in
the area for about 30 minutes, the wren moved downhill into the lower loop
area, ranging as far as 200 m (650 feet) below the memorial plaque. It sang
repeatedly from various perches within the Rosebay (Rhododendron
maximum) thickets, and we once observed it at a distance of about 6 m.

The elevation at the memorial plaque is about 770 m (2520 feet), and the
wren ranged perhaps 12 to 13 m (40 feet) lower than that. A survey of the
literature revealed no breeding-season records for the Winter Wren at such a
low elevation in North Carolina. Stupka (Notes on the Birds of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, 1963) states that in the Great Smoky
Mountains Winter Wrens leave the lower slopes in April for the highest eleva-
tions (spruce-fir forest) where they nest with other Canadian-zone species
such as Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa), Brown Creeper (Certhia
americana), and Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis). Birds of the
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Carolinas (Potter, Parnell, and Teulings, 1980) notes that little is known about
the breeding habits of the Winter Wren in the southern Appalachians.

I have noticed that Winter Wrens at higher elevations in Graham County,
where no spruce-fir forests grow, often have breeding territories that include
the dense growths of rhododendron under hemlocks along the mountain
streams and also the more open deciduous woods on the slopes above the
rhododendrons. The low-elevation virgin forest of Joyce Kilmer may provide a
habitat not unlike these higher sites in certain respects. Lying at the intersec-
tion of the lower and upper loop trails, the memorial plaque is a point of demar-
cation between two different types of habitat. Little Santeetlah Creek and its
numerous tributaries create a moist, cool environment for the lower loop area.
Shielded from the sun by Horse Cove Ridge to the south, this cove facing north
is refrigerated even in midsummer. There the dominant tree is the Eastern
Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), some growing 4.5 m (15 feet) or more in circum-
ference. The understory is composed of dense thickets of R. maximum of near
tree size. Where hemlocks have fallen, mosses, ferns, and mushrooms grow.
The upper loop area, on the other hand, is virgin cove-hardwood forest,
dominated by giant Tulip Trees (Liriodendron tulipifera)—some over 2.1 m (7
feet) in diameter and over 6.1 m (20 feet) in circumference. The understory
consists of a rich variety of trees and is more open at ground level (no
rhododendron), permitting a lush growth of ferns and wildflowers. Although
it is not clear whether one or two Winter Wrens were seen, the one observed at
the memorial plaque on the morning of 20 June did have a range overlapping
both types of habitat.

Fall 1982
	 115


	Page 1
	Page 2

