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Since the first nesting by the White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) in the Carolinas was
recorded in 1922 at Fairlawn Plantation, Charleston County, S.C. (Sprunt and Chamber-
lain 1949), the ibis breeding population has increased and spread northward. The species
was first recorded as a breeding bird in North Carolina in 1950 when 1200 White Ibis
nested at Lennons Marsh, Robeson County (Stephans 1950). However, a permanent
colony was not established at this site (Potter et al. 1980). In 1963, an estimated six pairs of
White Ibis nested at Battery Island, Brunswick County (Adams 1963). The breeding
population at Battery Island has increased over the past two decades to 3737 pairs in 1983

Fig. 1. Distribution of White Ibis breeding population in North Carolina, 1983.
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(pers. obs.). In 1971, two pairs of White Ibis were reported nesting at the Phillips Island
heronry near Morehead City, Carteret County (Teulings 1971), approximately 150 km NE
of Battery Island. The ibis population at Phillips Island (and nearby Annex Island)
increased to 51 pairs in 1976 (Parnell and Soots 1979) and 86 pairs in 1983 (D. A.
McCrimmon Jr., pers. comm.). The Phillips Island colony was the most northern breeding
site of the White Ibis in North America until 1977 when a single White Ibis nest was
discovered approximately 270 km NNE in a heronry on Fishermans Island, Virginia
(Frohring and Beck 1978).

From 18 to 28 May 1983 the authors were involved in a census of colonial waterbird
colonies along the North Carolina coast. On 27 May we discovered the nest of a White Ibis
in a mixed-species heronry at Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge, Dare County. The nest
was about 2.5 m above the ground in a Wax Myrtle (Myrica cerifera) shrub and contained
one chick 10 to 15 days old and one apparently infertile egg. Two adult ibises were seen
circling overhead and perched in nearby trees. The White Ibis is considered a permanent
resident at Pea Island (LeGrand 1983), but breeding at the Refuge was never previously
confirmed. On 28 May a White Ibis nest containing two eggs was found in heronry on a
dredged-material island in Roanoke Sound, Dare County, about 15 km NNW of the Pea
Island heronry. Four adult White Ibis were present in the heronry, and several other large
nests resembling those of the White Ibis were observed. The contents of these nests could
not be seen owing to the heights of the nests; therefore, we could not confirm nesting by a
second pair of White Ibis at this site. We visited the island a second time on 14 June, but we
were unable to examine the known ibis nest to determine its fate.

Breeding by White Ibis at the two northeastern North Carolina sites reported in this
note represents a northeastward extension of the breeding range in North Carolina of nearly
150 km (Fig. 1). With a steadily increasing breeding population of White Ibis in North
Carolina, continued range expansion may be expected.
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