
Observations on the Singing of a Chuck-will's-widow
PETE LAURIE
750 Copperhead Trail
Johns Island, S.C. 29455

On 2 June 1983 at 0245 a Chuck-will's-widow began to call in my yard on Johns
Island, Charleston County, S.C. The bird sang continuously until 0419. I counted 2616
calls. Every 25 to 100 calls the bird would pause for perhaps 2 to 3 seconds before
continuing. On average the bird sang about 27 times per minute.

When the bird ceased calling, it flew much closer and in a matter of seconds began
to call again. After calling continuously for 11 minutes at this new location, it moved
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farther away, called for 4 minutes, then moved much farther away where it was so
difficult to hear that I ceased observations.

On 15 June 1983 I heard a Chuck-will's-widow (probably the same bird as
above) begin to call at 1800. It called continuously for 15 minutes at an average rate of
25 calls per minute. The weather was hot, clear, and sunny.

The rate of calling that I noted does not differ from that reported by other
workers. For example, Sprunt and Chamberlain (South Carolina Bird Life, 1949,
p. 317) say that 25 calls per minute is usual. However, it appears that the length of the
singing bout I report here is unusual. Sprunt and Chamberlain (op. cit.) cite A. Sprunt
Jr.'s count on 2 June 1939 of 834 consecutive calls as a "remarkable number." This is
only about a third the number emitted by the individual whose songs I recorded 44
years later.
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