
... with Louis C. Fink

An Observation of Violent Behavior in Bald Eagles
The Cape Cod Museum of Natural History sponsored a boat tour down the Inland

Waterway in the fall of 1983. The leader was Robert N. Scott, the captain of the vessel
was Mark Carpenter, and participants included Sears Crowell and Dorothea Gifford,
all of whom identified the birds involved in the incident described below as Bald
Eagles. The account written by Capt. Carpenter was forwarded to this department by
bird-bander Erma J. (Jonnie) Fisk, author of The Peacocks of Baboquivari, a book
based on some of her field journals and presently being sold for the benefit of The
Nature Conservancy.

On 5 October 1983 the sailing vessel Morning Star dropped anchor at
1430 in the South Santee River, S.C., 200 yards south of the I.C.U.

After disembarking a party in the dinghy for crabbing, I was working
about deck and heard a noise above. Three mature Bald Eagles were wheel-
ing above and slightly aft. From an altitude of about 60 feet, two of the birds
repeatedly attacked the third with talons and beak. I counted three such
midair attacks before the bird was forced to the water. No fish were involved.
The bird hit the water 100 to 150 feet off the stern and was repeatedly
attacked from above. Losing interest, the attacking eagles first circled above
and then retreated to a nearby island, watching from a clump of dead trees.
The eagle in the water struggled weakly to fly as the wind (SW at 15 to 20
knots) continued to push the bird away from us.... Eventually it was lost
from sight, and a subsequent search by dinghy failed to recover the bird. The
attacking pair remained in the area for several hours before leaving.

Although the observers offer no explanation for the violent behavior they wit-
nessed, Capt. Carpenter's report does seem to eliminate competition for food as a
probability. Perhaps it is significant that mating reportedly takes place in the Florida
Bald Eagle population from late September through October, a period encompassing
the date of the incident.

Crazy Behavior

Jefferson City, Mo., had a drought last summer. Farmers complained that hum-
mingbirds were eating red insulators on electrified fences.
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Addendum for Gail Whitehurst
Gail's delightful column, "Backyard Birding," contained some immutable laws for

the unwary. May I add a few observations?
A good rule for seeing new species: Announce in a loud voice that you are tired

and are through for the day. At that point, the most interesting find will appear.
Visit that particular sanctuary which hosts that one bird you must add to your

life-list: The warden will assure you that the bird was plentiful until yesterday.
Entertain a neighbor who discovers you are interested in birds: The neighbor will

describe in detail a bird in her back yard which just has to be an Ivory-billed Wood-
pecker or a King Rail. (I remember one such neighbor in Atlanta who described a
Ring-necked Pheasant at his feeder. I was more than skeptical until he brought me a
color photo.)

Eagle Fund
National Audubon has offered $1,000 for information leading to arrest and con-

viction of the persons who shot two Bald Eagles in South Carolina. A fund has been
established to increase such rewards and for an educational campaign. Send contribu-
tions to Eagle Fund, National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1268, Charleston, S.C.
29402.

Endangered Species

Our Bald Eagle population dropped from 12,843 to 12,098 (1982 to 1983)
according to the National Wildlife Federation. North Carolina's winter population rose
from one bird to 16.

Whooping Cranes number 80 at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 15 at Grays
Lake N.W.R. in Idaho, and 30 in captivity.

The world's population of California Condors has increased by 33%, from 20
birds to 27. This is the result of a breeding project by the Audubon Society, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and two California zoos.

Is the Ivory-billed Woodpecker really extinct? Peter Riggs, a student at Oberlin
College in Ohio, spent 3 months in eight States interviewing 75 people who think they
might have seen the bird. He said, "There are ten ivory-billed sightings which can be
documented, three of them for sure."

Ironic Tale of the New Bird Book
The Audubon Society Master Guide to Birding was in this reporter's Christmas

stocking and is being enjoyed. The conditions of publication are ironic. The "Audubon
Society" trademark is used under license from National Audubon Society. Type for
this book about North American birds was set in Syracuse, N.Y., but color reproduc-
tions were made in Switzerland, and printing and binding were done in Japan!

(Additional Items on Pages 26 and 28)
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Newspaper Gleanings

In Duncan, British Columbia, a nighthawk with a broken wing was unable to
migrate to South America. It took 4 days of diplomacy to get around the laws covering
transportation of migratory birds, but the bird was taken aboard an airplane as carry-on
luggage.

In Nantucket, a Western Reef Heron (which resembles a Little Blue) was spotted
last spring. Experts decided this bird had not escaped from a zoo, and bird watchers
came from far and near. Daphne Gemmill wrote in the Plain Dealer that she traveled
1000 miles in 3 days, just to see the bird. This writer is hearing reports that the 600
Club is passe. "Many observers have seen 700 species in North America," he has been
told.—LCF
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Parrot Gives it Away
In Australia, the rare Orange-bellied Parrot lives on Swan Island, where the Secret

Intelligence Service runs a training school. When the Service announced plans to build
an airfield, the Victoria state government said construction would endanger the
parrots—and the secret training base was revealed.
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